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Bank OF THE UNITED STATES. I'hanks io Mr. King, 
of New York, for his resolution offered in the se- 
nate of the United States, onthe 3rd inst. see page 
118, respecting the bapk of the United States—The 
spirit of enquiry has gone abroad; truth may be ma- 
nifesied; and the people preserved! The sun is 
setting to the day of speculution; and night, dark 
and horrible as the shades of Jartarus, is about to 
envelope some that planned their own aggrandize- 
ment on the misery of an unsuspecting community. 
Air-built castles are about to be dissolved—the 
*‘painted sepulchre” to be opened, and we may 
see that it is filled with “dead men’s bones.” 

The anxiety and alarm occasioned by Mr. King’s 
motion, is the best evidence that can be afforded of 
its utility. The honest, fair dealing man, is never 
fearful of an investigation of his books or conduct: 
he rather seeks than avoidsit. Whence, then, the 
‘rernror of such an exposure as this resolution is 
calculated to produce? Why did persons sudden- 
ly leave Baltimore to attempt to influence the pro- 
ceeding, even before an account of it could have 
reached the mother-speculution? 

We trust, that this enquiry will be persevered in, 
and that the report to be made on the subject will 
be narrowly examined. I am sorry to repeat it, 
but I must say again, “NARROWLY EXAMINED,’’—step 
by step, fact by fact, figure by figure. It is a mat- 
ter of immense importance—it maybe the enter- 
ing wedge of destruction to a system pervading all] 
parts of the United States, which is raising up a 
sort ofa nobility more fatal to the happiness of our 
people, than the old, worn out, wretched and pitiful 
titularies of Europe are to those regarded as be. 
neath them—most of them cannot exercise a drone- 
like influence equal to that we must experience 
from the lords of the banks, in a very short time, 
if they are not checked in their course. Let us 
see the truth—and the paper system will be given to 
the winds, as light and unsubstantial as itself. See 
page 107. 

Mn. Cray’s spreca. The National Intelligencer 
has published Mr. Clay’s great speech on his mo- 
tion to appropriate money for the outfit and salary 
of a minister to Buenos Ayres. It occupies twelve 
columns, in small type! We expect to insert it in 
our next Reeister, and shall follow it by that of 
Mr. Forsyth, or of Mr. Lowndes, in reply. This 
speech abounds with interesting information as to 
the present state and condition of South America, 
and will command attention, even from those who 
may not approve of the proposition. 

MANUFACTURES OF Inon.— We are furnished with 
a copy of a circular letter, and its accompanying 
documents, which has been addressed to each 
member of congress, claiming the protection of 
that body for our tron manufuturing establishments, 
by Mr. William Milnor, who has been deputed by x 
respectable number of the iron masters of N. Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, “to represent their situation and 
their wishes to the national legislature.” Wehave 








assigned this article for publication in theReeisTER, 
when we shall have disposed of the documents 
needful to be preserved in the work. 

Mr. Milnor draws a deplorable picture of the 
State of this most important branch of our manufac. 


to “otal ruin” —“others are totiering on the brink” 
of it, and the “few who have something left are pre- 
paring to retire from the business,” &c. We are 
sorry tosay that hese things are notorious, He also 
observes, “should relief be again refused at this ses- 
sion, it will at the next be too late; for where the 
noise of the forge hammer, and the busy hum of 
men was wont to be heard, all will be still as. death.”? 
We would “hope almost against hope” this may not 
be the case—for congress, dabbling in little politics, 
may yet neglect the great duties of srares‘ev. No 
question that has been agitated during the present 
session, is half so important as the home subject re- 
specting manufactures of iron, only. Can it be 
believed that that body, which contains as much 
talents and integrity as any legislature in the world, 
will adjourn without doing something that may 
preserve our manufactures, generally, from rman, 
even if the true economy is denied that would ren. 
der them profitable? The numerous persons engag- 
ed ini them and the amount of money invested, give 

them an interest that ought to be respected. If 
the home-market be neglected, we must soon re- 
tire from the foreign one, for want of means to 
purchase in it what we want. And the foreign ex- 
port, compared with the domestic demand, is as a 
mole hill to a mountain. 

Matytanb cLraims.—By the politeness of Jouw 

Lervs Kerr, esq. we have received a corrected co- 
py of the papers and correspondence relative to his 

late successful agency for adjusting the claims of 
the state of Maryland against the United States, for 

militia services rendered during the late war. 

In communicating these papers, Mr. Kerr ob- 

serves—As the case is a general state concern— 

the people are entitled to have a full understand- 

ing of the subject, and of the whole course of the 

negociation: and it is also due to the general go- 

vernment that the grounds on which they have been 

induced to assume the claim of Maryland should be 

distinctly known.”’ 

According in this opinion, we shall have the plea- 

sure of laying the entire correspondence on this sub- 


ject befare the public, as soon as by the rise of con- 


gress we can command the room for it. 

Retatrons witu spain, We formed the opi- 
nion at Washington, when there the week before 
iast, that nothing efficient would be done in re- 
spect to our relations with Spain, at the present 
session of congress—except so far as they may be 
affected by the temporary occupation of Florida, 
for the purposes stated in the president’s message 
about the Seminole war. But we also beiieved 
that, if justice was not done in the interim, ama. 
jority of congress would be disposed, at the next 
session, to try the virtue of force, seeing that that 
of reason had failed to obtain ourright. The Wu- 
tional Intelligencer of Wednesday says—“We find 
that several papers continue to inculcate the onpi- 


nion that war with Spain is a probable event; deriy- 


ing this impression from the remark which fe)} 


from Mr. ForsyTa in the discussion on the neutra,}- 
ty bill.. That remark, as we observed ut te time, 
we were ceriain did not look to a proposition fix 


var; and we can now state with the same confi- 


dence, that circumstances have rendered it yery 





tures; many manufactures have lately been reduced 
Vox. XIV. : 


8. 








probable that no proposition will be made by Mr. 
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Forsyth, during the present session, touching our) 
relations with Spain. He had intended, we under- 
stand, when he signifiec his purpose to prove the 
responsibility of the Spanish government, to intro- 
duce into the house, through the committee on fo- 
reign relations, of which he is chairman, a motion 
to authorise the executive to take possession of the 
Spanish territory of East Florida; but on submit- 
ting the proposition to the committee of foreign 
relations, he was overruled by a majority of that 
body, and, finding from the subsequent declara- 








tions of Mr. Cray that he should oppose such a 
measure, and other indications of hostility to such 
a moiion in the house, Mr. F. became convinced 
that the attempt would be fruitless at this session, 
and has accordingly abandoned his purpose of 
bringing it forward.’ 

Cassi or mR. Meant. We published last ,week 
the report of the committee of the senate on Mr 
Meade’s case. We have now the report of the 
committee of the house of representatives respect- 
ing it. The well known facts belonging to it are re- 
cxpiiulated with the greatest precision—and the 
committee conclude their report as follows: 

“In every point of view, then, in which the case 
can be considered, your committee can discover no 
justification for the imprisonment and suffcrings 
of Mr. Meade. It does not appear that he has vio- 
lated any civil, or social duty, which he owed by 
the laws of Spain, and for which, in the ordinary 
administration of justice, he might rightly be im- 
prisoned. They are satisfied, too, that the conti- 
nuance of his imprisonment is dependent upon the 
pleasure of the government of Spain, and that his 
liberation may, at any time, be effected by that go- 
vernment. 

Your committee hope and believe, that the de- 
mand made by the president, will not be unavail- 
ing; but they think it proper at the same time, on 
the part of this house, to give assurance of sup- 
port, in the measures that may become necessary, 
if this expectation should be disappointed. They 
therefore submit the following resolution: 

Resolve, That the house is satisfied that the im- 
prisonment of Richard W. Meade, is anact of cru- 
el and unjustifiable oppression; that it is the right 
and duty of the government of the United States, 
to afford to Mr. Meade its aid and protection; and 
that this house will support and maintain such mea- 
sures as the president may hereafter adopt, to ob- 
tain the release of the said R. W. Meace from 
confinement, should such measures be proper and 
necessary.” 2 

Fitrs or THE WEEKLY Reel 
on ile following terms: 

For 7 years subscription from Sept. 1811, 

to Sept 1818—14 vols. $35 00 

For the extra supplements to vols. 5, 7, 

8 and 9 


STER may yet be had 


4 00 





39 00 
If desired bound— 
For binding the 15 vols. published—at 873 11 37 





50 374 
For the general index for the first 12 vols. 





or first series S 00 
For binding ditto 874 
54 25 


Gentlemen may receive any part of the work 
(except the three first volumes) that they please, 
In sheets, it may be sent by 


bound or in sheets. 


mail to any place in the United States at newspaper 
postage—and desired if bound (or in sheets) it may 
be obtained of Mr. Ballard, editor of the Chronicle 
and Patriot, Boston; Mr. Simons, editor of the Re- 
publican, Vewort; of capt John Morris, Wew York; 
Mr. J. O. Cole, Albany; Messrs. Mathew Carey and 
son, Philadelphia; Messrs. Patterson and Lambden 
Pittsburg; Mr. Gleim, Harrisburg; Samuel Williams, 
esq. Chillicothe; the editor in Baltimore; Mr. Wil- 
liam Cooper, Washington City; Messrs. Gray and 
Cady, Fredericksburg; John Maddox, Richmond; 
Mr. Caleb Boncsal, Worfolk; Mr. John Hoff, Charles- 
ton; Frederick Fell, esq. Savannah; Mr. J. D. Car- 
riel, Huntsville, Alabama; and of Thomas Shields, 
esq. New Orleans: or will be sent by land or water to 
any other place as directed, the payment therefor 
being made in advance. 

The Generar INDEX, a most important and inte- 
resting appendage tothe Weerxty Reeisten, after 
much useless expenditure of time and money, is now 
nearly ready for the press, and will be issued with 
all possible expedition. The editor feels a confi- 
dence that the exécution of this arduous work will 
afford an instant reference to each and every 
of the numerous articles inserted in the first twelve 
volumes of the work. 

The editor also projected the publication of a 
volume of REVOLUTIONARY SPEECHES, ORATIONS and 
NEGLECTED PAPERS, &c. Though the collection 
made is valuable, the quantity collected does not 
equal the hopes that were entertained, and he is un- 
determined whether to attempt the publication of 
the volume or not. Those articles will, probably, 
be preserved in a supplement, and published during 
the present summer, to cost one dollar. Gentle- 
men who have paid for the intended volume may 
have their money returned, or passed to their gene- 
ral credit, as desired—but, perhaps, they had bet- 
ter leave the disposition of it until the editor, who 
waits the reception ofa “trunk full” of old papers, 
can finally resolve what to do. 

Those who from any cause do not wish to receive 
an entire set of the Register, are invited to com- 
mence with the first volume of the new series— 
[13th ofthe work] which began in Sept. last. But 
subscribers may begin at any time that they wish. 

{t does not appear probable, from the late great 
demand for sets of this work, that many will re- 
main a long time on hand—yet, as their value in 
money would be more useful to the editor than the 
books are, he is desirous to dispose of some of them; 
and solicits that they who intend to possess the rr- 
GISTER May now agree to take it—by which both 
parties will be accommodated. 

The increase of subscribers for the last six 
months has been beyond precedent. May we de- 
serve a continuance of the public support! 

Navat courT MARTIAL. We have copies of the 
proceedings of a court martial held in the Mediter- 
ranean, for the trial of captain John Orde Creigh- 
ton, of the navy of the United States, charged with 
striking a midshipman, with a copy of the memo- 
rial of the midshipmen belonging to the squadron, 
addressed to the president, &c. and of the report 
of the congressional committee on the subject—all 
which shall be published with our accustomed care 
to preserve every thing useful fur reference. 








The Navigation Bill. 


The senate—see congressional proceedings, pages 
118,—have passed a bill, with only two dissentients, 
to exclude from the ports of the United States, after 
the 30th of September next, all British vessels com 
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ing from British ports or places which are closed 
against our own vessels. The unanimity of the 
senate on this occasion, assures us that this bill 
will become a law—and so it ought. We have 
passed the age of childhood in which we miglit 
have prudently submitted to the operation of a rule 
that would not ‘work both ways”—and have arriv 
ed at a degree of maturity sufficient to enable us 
to march pari passu, with foreign nations in full 
reciprocity. If we agree to place them on the same 
footing that they grant to us, it is all that can be ex 
pected, and has all the spirit of amily in it that 
can be desired by them. Such a course is due to 
our own sovereignty; and we are pleased to see, by 
the vote in the senate, that there was not any party 
feeling in respect to it. It is believed that this 
bill, if passed into a law, will afford much employ- 
ment for our ships and seamen, which is exceed- 
ingly wanted. The resolution submitted by Mr. 
Forsyth, in the house of representatives, on Mon- 
day last, may also have a powerful effect, if acted 
upon as it probably will be. Separate from acon- 
sideration of the national profit to be derived from 
navigation, we should always bear it in mind that 
the national strenght, as dependent on naval means, { 
can exist only in an extensive commerce. 

We should be glad to notice the same spirit mani. 
fested to defend several of our manufactures, lan- 
quishing for want of national support.* Great Bri- 





*The bill reported by Mr. Seybert, see page 118, 
is very good—as far as it goes. It will, at least, 
effectually protect the manufacture of paper. This 
important article is produced from a material 
which, without its home manufacture, would be to 
tally lost tous. The value of the old rags out of 
which paper is made in the United Siates, is equal 
to three eighths of the value of the paper when 
mace; say, for the United States $900,000 per an- 
num—absolutelu saved by the domestic consumption 
of old rays, and the interest on it retained for ever. 
Furthermore, the manufacture takes very few per: 
sons from agricultural or other pursuits requiring 
male laborers—the proportion of men and lads 
[above 16] ina mill is aboutas 1 to 4; the latter 
ceing women and children—that thereby earn a 
comfortable livi g, and who, without some such 
employment, would earn very little, if any thing at 
all. The cost of the raw material and the value of 
the labor of women and children bestowed upon it, 
together about $1,200,000 per year, is there- 
fore a positive and unequivocal annual gain to the U,. 
States by this maiufacture. 

We do not fear that paper will rise to an exor- 
bitant price by such a rise of the duties upon it. 
Many mills that now are feebly worked will be put 
into full operation, and others will be immediately 
built to meet the demand, and keep the article at 
areasonable rate. If otherwise, the manufacturers 
will only have to thank themselves ifthe law should 
be repealed; and they will recollect the power of 
the press, so deeply interested to prevent extor- 
tion. MWe, having as much at stake as most per- 
sons, —inasmuch as any rise in the price of paper 
must be immediately drawn from our own pockets, 
without any probability ofits being refunded by 
our cansumers, are fully content to try the experi- 
ment: if it succeeds as we wish, it may lead the 
Way to the same protection of other mapufactures, 
and secure a profitable employment to ail the peo- 
ple of the United States; in which employment is 
the national wealth. 

Further, it should be understood that the duty 








\ing, are receiving an ex 
The public attention is awakened to the de- 
structive consequences of the system—and 


“written fer the meridian of Mary 
True, they are so;—but I am sorry to say that, 





© paper as now proposed to be levied, is chiefly | 


loom =z. 


tain prohibits not only the introduction of any fo- 
reign manufactured article that she can make at 
home, but even some from her own Colonies; and 
also. refuses to receive the agricultural products, 
including coffee, sugar, &c. of foreign countries and 
their colonies, unless indispensable from an in- 
ternal scarcity.—That she has prospered by this 
policy, especially as it regards her manufactures, 
is manifest io every one. 
port of home industry that she has made so great a 
portion of the people of the world her tributaries 
—rawing wealth from every quarter of the globe. 
There are many, perhaps, thousands of things that 
she could import cheaper, under reasonable duties, 
than she makes them. 
we are yet to be taught, that any amount paid to a 
foreign country for an article which, without inter- 
fering with other and more profitable labors of her 
people, can be made athome, is exactly somuch lost 
to the country, with its interest forever. And herein 
is the mystery of her wealth and resources. 
political economy, in this single respect, has so far 
carried her government through a prodigality of 
expenditure never before known. 
profit by her experience? 
many of her taults and fooleries, and shut onr eyes 


In fact, it is by the sup- 


But Englishmen know, as 


Her 


Why may we 
Why should we copy so 


to the wise and enlightened parts of her policy’— 
For example, and in a single case of most nomen- 
tous interest, if she was situated as we are, she 
would put a total stop tothe introduction of foreign 
iron. With what sensibility would her government 


view the prostration of her iron works, as ours are 
prostrated, feeling, as she would feel, that upon 


them, more than upon any thing else except the 


pursuits of agriculture, she must depend for safe- 
ty in peace and power in war!—kKnowing, also, that 
should they be destroyed, a long period of years 
would be necessary to restore them to their pre- 
sent excellence and extent! 








Banks and Banking. 


DEFERRED ARTICLE. | 
published in this paper on hank- 


The essays 
tensive circulation. — 


ublic opinion will reform, or annihilate it. 
The editor of the Boston Gazette, however, 


has been pleased to consider my essays as 


faryland.?°— 
without any “material variation,” (in alimanac- 
makers phrase,) they will serve as weil for 
the eviiiing of many other states, especially 
the middle and western. The eastern and 
southern are, at present, exempted fiom most 
of the evils that press upon the people of the 
middle and western, through excessive and 
unprincipled banking. Yet we are not with- 
out banks as solid in their capital and as ably 
and as honestly conducted, as any in the Umit 
ed States. The great injury has arisen from 
the multiplication of these institutions within 
afew years—fostered and encouraged to the 





designed to secure the real amount of ducy that it 
was intended to lay upon that article, which has 
been heretofore evaded, by ways and means not 
needful to detail. 
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perfection of speculation by shavers and others, 
who live by their wits instead of their labor. 

_ It is curious to observe the changes that oc- 
cur to men and things. Ten or twelve years 
since, golden half eagles were as current in 
Baltimore as silver dollars were at Boston; 
and either of our banks then had more specie 
than there was in the vaults of all the banks of 
Massachusetts! We knew little, at that day, 
about the shaving of bank notes; for hardly any 
notes reached us, except from some of the 
eastern banks, that were not received in depo- 
sit; and Boston, at that time, partially suffer- 
ed the evils that now vex the merchants and 
dealers of New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
&c. in having a depreciated paper currency 
forced upon them. could name several east- 
ern banks that totally failed, and mention 





and are prepared to delapidate them. “When 
things come to their worst they must mend!’ — 
We are marching to “the worst” as fast as we 
can. Let us see— 

Notwithstanding there is not, probably, half 
a dozen banks in the United States that are 
able to pay their debts as they are payable,|| 
though many are certainly solvent and entitled 
to respect for the dignified manner in which 
their business has been conducted—anda num- 


‘ber of them have not paid a single debt for se- 


veral years--- 

Notwithstanding the difference of exchange 
still exists, even between county and adjoin- 
ing county, and our paper currency is exces- 


sively deranged] --- 


Notwithstanding the time has already arriv- 
ed, when the notes of the ‘national bank” are 


others that made occasional stoppages. I well |sold in the market for money, because a branch 
remember to have had a hearty laugh at re-|at one place refuses to take the notes issued 
ceiving an eastern bank note for fifty cents— |at-another; and some refuse even those of the 
never then expecting. to see bank bills issued ; mother bank! 

here for st and a quarter cents! ‘To recover | Notwithstanding the specie capital in the 
banking health we must undergo the same ope- | United States, by the drain of dollars for the 
ration that our eastern brethren did. We must East Indies and China, is really less now than 
reform some of our institutions, and close the |it was at the conclusion of the war--- 
accounts of others. We are diseased more! Notwithstanding cur means of obtaining the 
than they were, and the remedy to effect ajprecious metals fron: Europe are much ex- 
cure must be more violent. J trust that we|hausted by the transfers of our stock that have 
are able to bear it, and the sooner it is applied |already taken place, to satisfy the general ba- 
the better—fur the disorder increases daily. | lance of trade that is against us, which balance 


But, if it is any alleviation of misery to have 


company, we may soon hope such alleviation | The whole amount of the specie capital of the 
from the late proceedings of the legislature of | banks of Pennsylvania—a host in number, and with 


Rhode Island, which has granted a bank for 8% United capital of 25 or 50 millions of dollars, is 
| about ¢wo millions. This is probably a pretty fair 


« : Tory ° mn 3 ' y 
almost every township in the state: Kentuc-' comple of the condition of the banks in other 
ky, also, has erected for herselfa pyramid of ‘states. The amount of deposits in a bank and its 
miseries. New York,* Pennsylvania,t Mary- notes in circulation are, generally, about equal to 
laud,} Ohio.S &c. have, I hope, finished theirs, | its capital—as, therefore, its debts are payable on 
ti . ‘demand, we may prest:me our banks are able to pay 
“ff have been assured, by a most respectable | a fificenth part of their debts, as they are payable. 
gentieman of the bar, that three fourths of the judg-| One of my friends had a considerable amount to 
ments obtained in the supreme court of the state! become payable to him in Charleston, S.C. He 
of New York, within the last year, were in favor of| wished to anticipate the payment by discounts at 
banks, against real property. What a thriving ex- | the local banks there—the arrangement was made, 
change—iands and houses for rags.” Letters from| and the product remitted to him as follows: 
the south. §3000 in notes of the [mother] bank of the United 
{Pennsylvania, with her myriad of banks, repents | States, at 1 per cent. discount 2970 
in s:ckclo‘h her disregard of the warning voice of | $3900 in netes of the bank of Pennsylva- 














Simon Snyder, who refused his sanction to the bill 
for littering them, which was afterwards passed ih- | 
toa law without his approbation, as governor. But! 
many of the banks in this state appear to be con- | 
ducted as honestly—uas banks can easily be. | 

+The notes of the bank of Somerset are not pur-| 
chased, I belicve, at any price by our brokers. I/ 
have seen them offered at fifty per cent. discount, | 
and refused. ‘Those of the bank of Elkton and of) 
Port Deposit are at 10 per cent. discount at the mo- | 
ney siop—those of Havre de Grace and others at 6/ 


nia (at par at the bank ofthe Unit- 
ed States, at Philadelphia) at 1} 








per cent. discount, 3831 75 

$50@ draft on New York at 1 fer cent. 
discount, 495 00 
$7,400 7296 75 
Difference, 103 25 
$7400 00 


By which he was enabled to pay an average dis- 





per cen’. below B.ltimore money. The notes of the} count to the banks which accommodated him at 
Farmers bank, and cfthe bunks im the western parts| Charleston, for about seventy days, in anticipation 
of Marylatd, pass curre:t in the common transaec-| of the monies to become payable to him;—and have, 
tions of life, or at a small discount for dank money. | besides, twenty-two deliurs over and above the sum 

§Obio has a strange vet of banks—some of them| that would have been due to him at the maturity 
are well founded on solid capituls—-and prudently|of the notes! ‘These facts are drawn from the 
managed; but the notes of others are at 20 or 25|account current of this transaction. Such is the 
per cent. discouni—and “no sales!” boasted “equalization of exchange!” 








NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 11, 18:8-—-BA NKS AND BANKING. 





109 





eee — 


a ~ 





=. 





— ae ete 


—_— 


continues and must increase---as our manufac- 
tures are depressed--- ; 

Notwithstanding the introduction of foreign 
goods is-operating against the product of na- 
tional industry, at the rate of many millions. 
(from 50 to 70) per annum, and drawing off 
our floating capital at the rate of not less than 
twenty millions a year, that being a dead ba- 
lance against us, through the non-employment 
of our own ships and seamen, which are not 
more than half-employed--- 

Notwithstanding every body sees and knows 
these things, or, at least, ought to see and 
know them, and be convinced that it is impos- 
sible to support such heavy drafts on the na- 
tional wealth, which must forever depend on 
the product of the national industry--- 

Wesee every where new banks establishing, 


or attempting to be established, to hasten the| 


consummation of them---and to increase the bo- 
dy of speculators and shavers, and raise u 
brokers and money-changers to prey upon the 
industrious and deserving 
Behold!—forty-three new banks authorised 
in Kentucky*—half a score in Tennessee 





*These 43 banks are to have an aggregate cap. 
pital of $8,320,000. The old bank of Kentucky 
has 13 branches, and the bank of the U. S. 2 branch- 
es, in the state—in all fifty nine banks! An intelli- 
gent friend furnished me with the foilowing list of 
banks in that state, and the accompanying remarks. 

BANKS TN KENTUCKY. 











Population Houses Capital 
Towns. in 1810. in 1810. of banks. 
Georgetown, 520 50U,000 
Bowling Green, 154 200,000 
Lexington, 326 1,000,000 
Versailles 100 300,000 
Cynthiana 369 120,000 
Louisville, 1,357 1,000,000 
Lancaster, 260 100,000 
Harrodsburg, 76 150,000 
Newcastle, 70 100,000 
Shelbyville, 424 200,000 
Greensburg, 132 100,000 
Hopkinsville, 131 200,000 
Springfield, 249 100.000 
Russelville, 532 200,000 
Greenville, 73 100,000 
Burksville, 106 100,000 
Nicholasville, 158 100,000 
Barboursville, 55 100,000 
Columbia, 175 100,000 
Henderson, 159 150,000 
Newport, 413 200,000 
Glasgow, 244, 200,000 
Port William, 120 100,000 
Danville, 432 150,000 
Frankfort,probably, 4,000 300,000 
14,400 246 5,670,000 
REMARKS, 


Ihave no data for the population of the other 
towns which amount to fifteen in number, with a 
banking capital of 1,750,000 dollars. But as these 


given in the list are noted in the Western Gazetteer 
as the principal towns in Kentucky, it is fair to pre 
sume that they are inferior in population to those 


eight in Ohio. a mob of them in little Rhode 
Island some in Virginia and Massachusetts, 
Sc. sixteen petitioned for in New-York, and 
some wanted in Pennsylvania—half a dozen 
new ones made in Ma yland, somein New-Jer- 
sey, and frum 50 to 100 more projected in the 
United States---**too tedious to mention!” 





of inhubitants may be ascertained » ith « reasonable 
degree of certainty by the ratio of increase in that 
state since the year 1790. From that year to 1800, 
it amounted to about 11 per cent. per annum--—fr:om 
1800 to 1810, when the estimate in the preceding 
list was made, the increase was about six per cent. 
per annum; and when we consider, that the tide of 
einigration has since the last period flowed aimost 
entirely in other directions, I should be inclined to 
doubt the correctness of your calculations in the Re- 
gister, of an increase of 125 per cent. for the last five 
years.* Admitting it, however, in its fullest iati-, 
tude, the bank capital thus authorised must appear 
most ridiculously dispropotioned, to the popula- 
tion of the towns in which these banks are tobe es- 


P | tablished. 


cp As most of these banks are of a capital not ex- 
ceeding 100,000 dollars, and as no bank pretends 
to divide less than from 8 to 10 per cent. per an- 
num on its nominal capital, it may be worth while 
to enquire how this may be done by fair means.— 
The current expense of such a bank cannot, [ think, 
be estimated, salaries, house-rent, stationary, fuel 
and other contingencies, at less than 9000 dollars, 
which is nine per cent. on the whole of the capital 
stock. I put this at the lowest calculation, for I 
know it for a fact, that a bank in this place [District 
of Columbia] with a similar capital, pays 12 per 
cent. per annumexpenses. To make a dividend of 
8 per cent. then, they ought to make from 17 to 20 
per cent. which could only be done either by usu- 
rious practices, by issuing notes to three times 
the amount of their capital, or by dividing among 
the stockholders money not arising from the an- 
nual profits of the estalishment—of course by in- 
currmg new debts to the public. Instead of 
7,420,000 dollars, therefore, they must, in order to 
make a lawful gain of 18 or 20 per cent. issue near- 
ly twenty millions of paper, on which the people of 
of Kentucky must pay an interest of six per cent. 
yearly, for the benefit of the banks. Kentucky is 
an agricultural state—can the farmers pay six per 
cent ona great portion of this enormous amount 
without certain ruin in the end? 

Additional note by the editor. ‘The fact stated, as 
to the amount of the expenses of a certain bank in 
the district of Columbia, is aiarming. Eknow no- 
thing further of the matter than is mentioned by 
my correspondent, in whose veracity I have entire 
confidence; but the statement is truly wonderful 
and of the most mischievous charicter:—tuelve pe 
cent. on a.capital to pay the salaries of the officers, 
€c. Glorious banking!—that thus converts old rags 
into solid fortunes, in houses and lands, for tlie 
niagicians who have discovered the “seal of Solo- 
“ion’—more potent than that boasted of in Arabian 
tales to build palaces and raise up mountains of 
gold! Yet, I must believe that the allowance of 
9000 dollars per annum, on a capital of 100,000, is 





*I do not recollect to what the esteemed author 
of these remarks alludes—iny calculation of the 





enumerated in that work. The probable number 


orobable increase of Keatucky for ten years, from 
1810 to 1820, was sixty per cent. See vol. XI, page 
hb 3 Editar 
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What is to be the end of such a business?--- 
Mammoth fortunes for the wise, wretched po- 
Me for the foolish. Wealth to the speculat- 
ing drones---misery to the productive poor.--- 
Lands, lots, houses---stock, farming utensils 
and household furniture, under custody of the 
sheriff--SPECULATION 1 a coacn, HO- 
NESTY rn THE sat. 





too great for the general average of the expenses 
of what are called country banks. I know one such 
[but, indeed, it is one of the most prudently con- 
ducted that I know any thing of] whase expenses, I 
am bound to believe, do not exceed 3500 or 4000 
coils. a year, on an active, real capital of 110,000, 
mmicluding charges for house rent, &c.—It is, how- 
ever, located amongst a frugal people. The expen- 
ses of a bank of 100.000 (unless the bank is made 
for its officers) liberally provided for, should not ex- 
ceed 465000, or srx per cent. on its capital! The 
more we look into this business the more hideous 
it appears. 

But, it should be observed, that the expenses of 
a bank with a 100,000 dollars for its capital, can 
hardly bea fAfh less than that of another with 
5V0,000, and so on—until, by the rise of capital, 
the expenses of the bank may be less than one per 
cent. And, in the estimates given above, the cost 
of house rent is fairly included, though the banks 
generally own the houses occupied by them, and 
discouni on the value of such houses as if it were 
specie in the vault. 

There is no man that is more sincerely a friend 
of Kentucky than Iam. Hence, I call upon the 
people to calculate the effects of the prevailing 
mania, which can only subserve the interests of a 
few at the cost, orruin, of the many. There are to 
be 59 banks, including the branches of the bank of 
Kentucky, in that stale—What a multitude of “lit- 
tle great men” are to be raised up! 


Presidents 59 

Cashiers 59 

Directors—12 to each bank 708 
826! 


Then let us suppose that the expenses of these 
banks will average 9000 a-piece—some will be less, 
but others will amount to much more:— 

§9 banks, at 9000 $531,000 per ann. 


Add— 
59 notaries, to protest notes— 
at $200 : 11,800 
542,800 


And, five hundred and fifty two thousand eight hun- 
dred dollars are to be paid by the laboring classes 
of that state every year, for services that wil] not 
add one cent per annum to the wealth of the country! 

Again, these 59 banks will introduce at least 108 
brokers, or public shavers of bank notes—the profits 
of these may be averaged at 1000 each—$108,000. 

Further,—about one third of the presidents, 
cashiers and directors, (a preity fair average for 
managers of banks in the United States!)—will 
thereby be enabled to become3 per-cent-per month- 
men, On Capitals borrowed of the banks, of 15,000 
dollars each.* : . 

275 shavers at 15,000, is $4,125,000 

The extra 24 per cent. per month, on $4,125,000 
for one year, is $1,237,500. . 

*In this class is included sheer speculators as well 
as direct shavers. Their effect is the same. 
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May the people be so roused toa just consi- 
deration of the consequences of this vast gam- 
bling in stocks and paper money, as to produce 
a re-action that will overwhelm the designing! 
Bread and meat, and other necessaries of life, 
the "peat of labor, will command money, or 
its honest representative, and are entitled to 
it. If the faboring classes, the farmers, manu- 
facturers and mechanics, could be brought to 
act together for only three months, what a pu- 
rification might be effected!-—destruction would 
be hurled back upon the heads of its fabrica- 
tors, and well deserved misery and meritted 
disgrace be the lot of the speeulator and shaver, 
instead of falling upon the industrious and 
unsuspicious, at present the dupes of their cun- 
ning. Let the middle class prosper though the 
would-be princes perish! The poor laborer 
who performs some work to the viel of a dol- 
lar a day, is worth a million of them: he cre- 
ates; they only destroy. It is true economy to 
defend the one and put down the other. A na- 
tion of laborers must become rich---a nation of 
gamblers must and ought to starve. 


te nen 


The following letter to the editor from a distin- 
guished gentleman, well known to the people of 
the United States by his literary labors, though 
not written for publication, seems to deserve a 
place in the Reaister—it is one out of many that 
have been received on the same subject: 

Sim— Although personally strangers to each other, 
you must permit me, to express to you my hearty 
approbation of the independent and manly manner 
in which you have lately commenced an attack on 
the wretched system of swindling, called in ‘deri- 
sion, I suppose, banking, as it now prevails in the 
United States. It has long been obvious to me, 
that it was gradually maturing into a mine for ho- 
nest independence, and acquiring by degrees an 
extension of influence, that would ere long place it 
beyond the reach of legislative control. The pe- 
riod has arrived before I expected it—when the press 
is muzzled; when the legislative power is overawed, 
or corrupted; and when as it would seem the peo- 
ple are so besotted as to become accomplices in 
their ownruin. The members of the state legisla- 
tures, are either a majority of them bank directors, 
or they vote for banks in order that they may be- 
come so, and share in the spoils of the tributous na- 
tion. Nothing, therefore, is left, but to open, if pos- 
sible, the eyes of the people to the ruin which is pre- 
paring for honest industry, through the medium ofa 
press,upright and independent. To disenchant them 
from the delusion of interested sophistry that at- 
tempts to delude,with the prospect of a plenty that 
starves, and an independence that reduces them to 
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This isto be paid by the poor and needy—and 
will be paid in Kentucky in less than five years, if all 
the prajected banks get into full operation. 

lsolemnly believe that this picture is not over- 
charged. Many details might be added to eluci- 
date the facts assumed. We shall probably, at 
some future period, offer a general statement on its 
subject. From the whole it appears, that the bank- 
ing system in the state may cost the people nearly 
two millions per ann.; and which must be exelusively 
paid, in the ultimate, by those who labor, for they 





only create any value. 
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beggary. To undeceive them, in short, by plain 
and undeniable statements of practical evils, and 
to force conviction by facts which the plainest in- 
tellect can comprehend. It is high time that tke 
elaborate jargon of financiering rogues should be 
disentangled from its web of studied ambiguity, 
and that the people be made to understand a sys- 
tem, which, by its pernicious extension, has become 
the arbiter of their fate—the giver or the withhold- 
er of their daily bread. 

That you will persevere, even when hope seems 
lost, I earnestly wish. You have the devil of inte- 
rest to battle with, and he of all the devils is the 
most difficult to get down. But every day, the 
truths you utter will be brought home to some suf- 
fering fool, who will then be convinced of what he 
before doubted—until at last the progress of truth, 


= — 


| empire, and have colonial.possessions. The portion 
of the commerce which is carried on in American 
vessels, arises from accidental and temporary sus- 
pensions of the system which the governors of the 
islands, &c. are permitted, under the pressure of 
dire necessity, to direct—an employment for our 
seamen and vessels, precarious and momentary, 
rather irritating and tantalizing than profitable. 
This intercourse appears to the committee in the 
worst possible.state, as it regards the navigation 
of the United States, while it is in the best for 
‘that of Great Britain. Justice and policy require 
on the part of every wise government, its best ex- 
| ertions to secure to its own citizens a perfect equa- 
lity in the transportation of merchandise, with the 
people of every nation respectively, with wihiom it 
\has commercial intercourse. Some governments 








always slow and sure, and irresistable, will over- | are governed by a policy more contracted, desiring 
come the hydra, before it has devoured the whole to give to their navigation the exclusive transpor- 
nation. ‘tation of their native products, while they desire 

‘their participation in carrying the productions of 


C Fe Se ‘other countries. The commiitee are satisfied that 
ommercial Intercourse. ithe United States will never be governed by the 
REPORT IN CONGRESS—FEBRUARY 9, 1818. 


selfish views of the latter class, but trust that it 
Accompanied with a bill supplementary to the “act has not been, nor will it ever be, regardless of the 

regulating duties on imports and tonnage,” passed just motives of the former: So far it is a duty to 

27th April, 1816. | protect the navigating interest. This duty can be 
The committee to whom was referred that part of | performed in relation to the subject of this report, 

the president’s message, which relates to the | by conventional stipulation with Great Britzin, 

commercial intercourse of the United States | formed upon the basis of reciprocity, or by legis- 

with the British West India Islands, and north} lative acts, operating exclusively against the Bri- 

American colonies; and also the petition of the) tish navigator engaged in this trade. With the 

inhabitants of different parts of the district of | first mode this house has no further concern than 

Maine, on the same subject, report: to know that the other branch of the government 

That, by the statement marked A, annexed to} has performed its duty. Repeated and hitherto 
this report, it appears that the average amount of | unavailing applications have been made to the Bri- 
duties upon merchandise, annually imported into | tish government. It is not, however, surprising, 
the United States from the British West India fs- | that they have been unsuccessful, since no adequate 
Jands, and North American colonial possessions, | motive at present exists, to induce Great Britain 
from 1802 to 1816, excluding the period from the |to arrange this intercourse by convention. The 
commencement of the restrictive system to the offer contained in the articles annexed to this re- 
termination of the late war, exceed two millions of! port, the most rational and reciprocally advantage- 
dollars. The value of the merchandise upon which | ous of any ever made, may be considered as dicta- 
these duties accrued, is supposed to be equal to|ted by a spirit of accommodation, which, under 
seven millions of dollars per annum. The state-/the pressure of adequate motives, might be fosier- 
ment B,; shows that the average annual amount of | ed into a determination to grant all that we could 
exports to the same places, principally of domes-/| reasonably ask or they be expected to yield. The 
tic production, up to 1817, excluding the time of|three first articles, with some practicable modifi- 
the operation of the restrictive system, and the |cations, would, by the adaptation of our commer- 
continuance of the war, have exceeded six millions, | cial laws to the stipulation contained in them, con- 
five hundred thousand dollars. The statement C, | fining the commerce strictly to those articles which 
shows that in the year 1815, the amount of duties | Americans were permitted to carry, would place 
on merchandise imported in American vessels from the trade upon as favorable grounds as could be 
the British West ladia islands and North American | expected. It would, no doubt, in a short time be 
colonial possessions, was, to the amount of duties followed by a complete abandonment of the resi- 
imported in British vessels, as one to four; in 1816,|due of the present jealous system of exclusion. 
as one to five and a half, or two to eleven. Taking |The committee cannot, however, but approve the 
the ratio of 1816, as the basis of calcu!ation, and! prompt rejection of this proposition, since these 
it is believed to afford the safest and most solid, | articles are connected with another altogether in- 
as past €xperience shows, a constant diminution of| admissible, without a departure froin what they 
the amount of duties on goods imported in vessels | deem the settled policy of this country, in reiation 
of the United States, it is estimated, supposing |to the trade with the Indians within its jurisdic- 
the same proportion exists in the exports, that|tion. The British ministry, having assured (iis 
American vessels are used in the transportation an-| government that these articies were all that could 
nually of 2,177,924 dollars worth of merchandise, | be granted, consistent with their opinions of the 
and British vessels 11,322,076 dollars worth of the | best interest of the British empire, there is no lon- 
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most bulky articles of commerce, one half of which 
are of the growth, production or manufacture of 
the United States. This inequality in the advan- 
tages of this commerce, to the injury of the navi- 
gating interest of this country, arises from the ri- 
gorous enforcement of the colonial system of Great 
Britain, as to the United States, while it is relaxed 
to allother nations who are friendly to the British 


ger any hope of effecting this desirable objeci vy 
negociation, It remains for congress to deiermine 
what course is to be pursued. If it were poasible 





to separate the interest of one class of the commu- 
fee from that of another, it must be obvious that, 


however fatal to the navigator, the present state of 


|things is not injurious to the cultivator of the soil. 
The productions of his labor are carried wiih fu. 
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cility to a realy market, and he receives in return 
ail those articles which taste and habit have ren- | 
dered necessary to his comfort. But this separation 
is impossible, and the necessary connexion between 
the two interests is apparent, when it is remember- 
ed, that the competition of American with foreign 
navigation is essential to keep down the expense 
of transportation always paid by the cultivator and 
coryimer. If this injury is not now apparent, it 
will ultimately be felt when the total ruin of the 
navigation interest will deprive us of the power 
to remedy the evil. The committee forbear to 
press those important considerations of prepara- 
tion for naiional defence so inseparably connected 
with the inquiry. They feel that there is on this 
point but one sentiment among the representatives 
of the people and in the nation. Experience, pru- 
dence, gratitude for the glory shec upon our coun. 
try, and the confident and delightful anticipation of 
future renown, all conspire to insure the necessary 
sacrifices for the preservation and interest of the 
seamen of the United States. ‘This object, so 
far as it may be promoted by a participation 
in the commercial intercourse with the British 
American colonies, may be effected by a trifling 
and temporary sacrifice of the interests of agricul- 
ture. A slight knowledge of the situation of the 
British West India colonies, authorizes the posi- 
tion, that a commerce with the United States is 
essential totheir prosperity, if not to their exis 

tence. The best market forthe sale of their sur- 
plus products is found here, while the grain, pro 

visions, and lumber articles’ of the first necessity, 
received in return, are procured on terms infinitely 
more advantageous than they are to be had for their 
usein any other part of the world. But for occ.- 
sional supplies of those articles from the United 
States, some of the islands would be deserted by 

their inhabitants, or a change produced in their 
agriculture, ruinous to their commercial interest. 
‘he people of the United States are ina very dif.- 
ferent situation, The British West India market 
is convenient but not necessary to their accommo- 
dation. All thearticles imported from them can 
be procured abundantly, uponterms equally ad 

vantageous, from other quarers. The annexed 
tables, marked D and E, show the amount of im- 
ports of the chief articles of their product from the 
British West Indies, &c. and the proportion it bears 
to the whole amount of imports of similar articles 
from otber West India islands, &c. Many of these 
can be and are procured from other quarters of the 
world, with which commerce in American vessels is 
not restrained. The demand for all can be suppli- 
ed without a recourse to the British West India 
islands, and a supply from other quarters will be 
obtained by the employment of American vessels 
and Américan seamen, in common with the vessels 
aud seamen of the country from which it may be 
brought. The only danger to be apprehended is, 
that the cultivator, losing the British West India 
market for the use of his exports, would lose with 
i¢the ability to procure the commodities he for- 
merly received in return. The extent of this dan- 
ger depends upon the correciness of the position 
taid down—that this commerce js essential to the 
British West India islands, and on/y convenient to 
the United States. If the necessaries of life can 
only be or are procured on terms infinitely more 
advantageous here than any where else, it follows 
they will still be carried to the British West Indies, 
if not directly under a convention between two 
governments, circuitously through some mutually 
friendly port. It 1s perfectly true that the West 
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India islands are capable of producing all tbat is 
necessary for their own subsistence, but this must 
be at the expense of their commercial importance; 
the abandonment of the most profitable, for, to - 
them, an unprofitable, cultivation. The general 
tse and consequent high price of West India pro- 
duce, will insure a continuance of the usual course 
of agriculture, and will ag heretofore, operate as a 
bounty upon the growth of bread stuffs in the Unit- 
edStates. In favorable seasons and in peaceful 
times, Europe affords a surplus of human aliment, 
and supplies are tobe found on the African coast 
of the Mediterranean; but these come loaded with 
the increased expenses and the dangers of the 
lengthened transportation, of heavy articles. In 
the event of one of those desolating tempests, of 
but too frequent occurrence in these otherwise fa- 
vored regions, destroying in an instant, the labors 
of a life, and scattering the hoards collected by 
prudence for the subsistence of the colony, the dis- 
tance from these places of relief render timely as- 
sistance to the unfortunate impossible. The North 
American colonies cannot furnish these necessary 
supplies. The navigation of the principle river 
which carries the greatest portion of her stores to 
the ocean, is closed the better part of the year, 
and is not practicable at that season which is usual- 
'y marked by these calamities. Itis believed too 
that by far the largest portion of the apparent ex- 
ports of Canada of bread stuffs, and even of lum- 
ber, &c. are carried from the United States. There 
must beat alltimes a dependence to a certain ex- 
tent upon this country. And ifa conventional re- 
laxation isnot produced by a probibition of this 
direct intercourse, or the imposition of such char- 
ges as shall amount almost to prohibition, it fol- 
lows, that the trade will be circuitous. In this 
event the export trade, instead of being carried on 
exclusively in British bottoms, will be prosecuted 
in American vessels, and the vessels of that foreign 
nation in whose ports the parties may, by tacit ar- 
rangement, meet for the exchange of their commo- 
dities. The return cargoes, if of British growth, 
wil!, under the navigation act of the United States, 
be brought wholly in American vessels. 

The only question remaining to be examined is 
as tothe mode of effecting this desirable result.— 
By total prohibition of all intercourse, or by bur- 
densome charges on the trade if confined to Bri- 
tish vessels? ‘he committee believe that the lat- 
ter is to be preferred, and have accordingly repor- 
ted a bill. There is no essential difference between 
them, except as the one or the other is more or less 
inconvenient in its execution. The effect of oner- 
ous duties is more slow, but equally certain; the 
pressure will soon be felt, and the beneficial con- 
sequences gradually follow. ‘The stream of com- 
merce will easily and naturally flow into the desir- 
ed channel, without the risk of those dangers which 
a sudden and violent effort to divert it might pro- 
duce. A‘short time will prove the efficacy ofthis 
arrangement, and jusiify its continuance, modifi- 
cation, or abandonment. It is recommended too 
by its facility of execution: It requires no further 
alteration in the existing laws. Itis not necessary 
to arm for its enforcement the petty officers of the 
customs, with powers dangerous and odious to a 
free people. 

For further and more detailed information on the 
subject of this report, the committee refer the 
honse toa document marked F, furnished from 
the department of state. 

{In general, the tabular statements accompany- 
ing this report, are sufficiently stated in the veport, 
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itself for common use—we add only a part of tie 
document marke! ‘‘F.” as interesting to a necessa- 
ry unlerstanding of it.] Eprror or THE RucisTer. 


Notes on the practical effect of the treaty lately made 
between Great Britain and the United States. 

1. The duties and tonnage on British and Ame- 
rican ships and goods, are equalized, except as it 
resnects the colonies of Great Britain in North 
America and the West Indies, to which the treaty 
does not apply. 

2. Since the peace, the colonial system of Great 
Britain has been enforced with unusual rigor, nei- 
ther American vessels or property being admitted 
into her colonies. 

3. American vesels are admitted into the French, 
Spanish, Dutch, Danish, and Swedish colonies, in 
the West Indies, under certain restrictions as to 
imports and exports; and the vessels of those na 
tions are admitted under similar restrictions, into 
the ports of the British colonies in the West In- 
dies. 

4. Very heavy duties have been recently imposed 
in the British West Indies on American produce, 
even when carried in British ships, and also on the 
exportation of plaister of paris, from the colony of 
Nova Scoti. to the adjoining state of the union. 

Observations on the preceding facts. 

1. In the agreement to equalize the duties on the 
carrying trade of the two countries, it will be seen 
at the first glance, that the positive advantages are 
on the side of Great Britain. Our exports are 
wholly composed of bulky articles, such as lumber, 
provisions, cotton, tobacco, tar, &c. &c. the whole 
of which are of primary necessity to the manufac- 
tures and colonies of Great Britain, and require for 
their transportation, a quantity of tonnage, tenfold 
larger than that which would be requisite to bring 
back their value in British manufactures. Thus, a 
single ship from London or Liverpool frequently 
brings to the United States, twenty times the value 
of the cargo which the same carried from the Unit- 
ed States; and of the one hundred sail of vesseis 
which sailed for Ircland during the last season, not 
more than one would be requisite to bring back the 
returns in Irish linens, the only article of merchai- 
dise imported from that country. Now the only 
advantage which the United States derive from the 
treaty, is the removal of the duty imposed on their 
produce when carried to British ports in their own 
bottoms. It was found proper to remove this duty 
by giving up the immense advantages that would 


accrue from the exclusive carriage of our own pro | 


ductions. It may, however, be observed with 
truth, that the British market, has for many years 
been as necessary to our productions, as those pro- 
ductions were to that market. But the period of 
monopoly has p.ssed away, and our raw materials 
will find as ready a sale in the other parts of Eu 

rope, as they have lately found in Great Britain. 

These observations apply more particularly to 
the intercourse between the United States and the 
European ports of Great Britain. 

2. The seizure and condemnation of American 
vessels under the charge of violating the laws which 
regulate the West India trade, leave no doubt as to 
the determination of the British government to 
enforce its colonial system in the most rigid man- 
ner. This severity on the part of Great Britain 
will warrant a counteraction on ours. 

3S. We have at present an unrestricted entry into 
all the ports of the island of Cuba; and although 
Spain may at a future day fix certain limits to our 
sMports and exports; yet there can be no doubt of 





ur having a partiai entry for any lumber and other 
bulky commodities, necessary to her colonists, as 
well as a free export of sucb as are not wanted for 
the commerce of the mother country. There is a 
mutual advantage in this exchange which will! in- 
sure its continuance for many years. 

We have also admission into the Dutch, French, 
Swedish, and Danish settlements in the West In- 
dies; under such regulations, however, .as_ the re- 
spective governments think proper to impose. 
These are of a nature to leave us many advantages 
and to employ avery large tonnage. We have also 
free admission into the Portuguese settlements in 
Brazil, where we might more reasonably expect a 
total exclusion. In a word, the other European na- 
tions have so far yielded to the course which na- 
ture points out for the supply of their colonies with 
necessaries, that they have no restrictions what- 
ever as to the mode in which they are carried. 
Great Britain, alone, says that we shall not be the 
carriers of the articles which we ourselves furnish, 
although they are indispensable, not only to the 
well being, but frequently to the very existence of 
her colonies in the West Indies. 

We should have less reason to complain of the 
rigor which is shown towards us, were it dealt out in 
equal measure to other nations. But this is so far 
from being the case, that vessels under the flag of 
any European nation, having colonies in the West 
Indies, are admitted under certain limitations as to 
a size and the nature of their cargoes, the latter of 
which, however, may be composed of the very arti- 
cles generally carried from the United States, as 
well of indigo, dye woods, specie, &c. &c. and what 
must appear very singular in the conduct ofa na- 
tion affecting extraordinary morality in its public 
as well »s private character, by far the greatest 
part of the commerce carried on under this admis- 
sion of foreign vessels into her West India islands, 
is in direct contravention of the laws of the respec- 
tive governments to which they belong. 

4, Does it accord with the spirit of liberality, 
whic’. we are to presume dictated the late treaty, 
to impose most extraordinary duties on our pro- 
ductions, even when carried to her settlements in 
her own vessels? She may say with apparent rea- 


sons, that she must encourage the consumption of 


the commodities, which are of her own growth, or 
of that of her North American colonies, and that 
ultimately the consumer must pay theduty. But, 
I trust, that before these observations are closed, 
it will appear, that this proceeding is grounded in 
Jealousy, and a reliance (Ihope a mistaken one) in 
or apathy. ; 

[Then follows about 14 pages of reasoning on the 
ficts with extracts from the treaties &c. which it is 
impossible for us to find room for.] 
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Spanish Patriots. 
[PRESENTED TO CONGRESS ON THE 10TH ULT.] 

To the senate and house of represe::tatives of ile Unii- 

ed States in congress assembled. 

The memorial of Vicente Pazos, of Peru, deputed 
agent of the authorities acting in the name of 
the republics of Venezuela, New Grenada, and 
Mexico, 

RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS: 

That several duly constituted authorities of the 
independent government of South America, having 
met in this free, this enlightened, friendly and neu- 
tral country; and being convinced that nothing 
could tend more to the advaicement of the great 
cause, in which all the friends of freedom, from 
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the bay of San Francisco to Cape Horn, are deeply 
engaged, than the conquest of Florida, which 
would cut off the medium of intercourse between 
the Spanish islands and the United States, and 
thus paralize the operations of the government of 
Spain, in the important contiguous islands, hasten- 
ing thereby the fulfilment of the ardent desires of 
those islanders for emancipation from the most 
cruel oppression: these constituted, authorities de- 
termined upon the attack of Amelia Island, as the 
most direct mode of obtaining possession of the 
contemplated object. 


Their views were privately madé known to ma- 
ny individuals in the United States, who had emi- 
grated to this country in consequence of the bloody 
scenes of Carthagena and other te of South A- 
merica; and to many of the disbanded soldiers of 
the British and other nations whose profession was 
that of arms. They were invited to repair to 
Amelia Island, many of them wishing an asylum, 
and other desirous of assisting in the patriot cause, 
under promises of satisfaction, proportioned to 
their grades and merits, but cautiously avoiding 
whatever might be construed as a violation of the 
sovereignty of this highly respected republic, and 
studiously careful to guard against whatever could, 
in the most remote degree, be considered as in- 
fracting the laws of nations. They met ata place 
of rendezvous, they attacked, they took, they kept 
possession of the island of Amelia, with only the 
van-guard.— They expected the arrival of those 
patriots and foreigners who had voluntarily offered 
to join them; but to the surprise, to the heart-rend- 
ing regret of all the friends of this great revo- 
lution, the volunteers were stopped in their egress 
from the United States, and many of them were 
thrown into prison. These measures, totally un- 
expected, changed at once the whole appearance 
of our views. Instead of being enabled to take pos. 
session of Florida, (intended finally for the United 
States) we were confined to Amelia island! The 
chiefs of the expedition were subject to suspicion, 
many of the men deserted, and but a few were left 
to sustain the shock of arms, which was daily threat- 
ened by the Spanish troops; they remained howe- 
ver, unappalled; they repelled a formidable attack; 
but being by the disappointments before mention- 
ed, incapable of active operations, the abandon- 
ment of the place was contemplated at the time of 
general Aury’s arrival, whose reinforcements ena- 
bled the patriots not only to remain masters of the 
island, waiting for an augmentation of forces for 
ulterior operations, but they were enabled to fit 
out several vessels to annoy the Spanish trade. 

The great importance and consequence of the 
capture of Amelia island, as a key to Florida and 
to the channel of the Bahamas, will be more easily 
comprehended by a perusal of these intercepted 
despatches which accompany this memorial, from 
the minister of the treasury of the island of Cuba 
to the bloody Morillo, whose supplies were fur- 
nished chiefly from that island; and the island de- 
rived those supplies from the U. States, through 
the Floridas. The money requisite for the prase- 
cution of the war against the independents, was 
obtained by loan from the inhabitants of Cuba: but 
these judging correctly, that if the patriots could 
take and hold Amelia island, they would proceed 
to possess themselves of the rest of the Fioridas, 
and finally of Cuba, long ready for revolt, and that 
in the event of a revolution of these, the money lent 


to their government would be lost, refused those| 


advances on the faith of government that they had 
been accustomed to make. 











aoa 


Thus may the government of the United States 
now see the importance of these primary move- 
ments «f the patriots, which were attributed to 
other causes of a confined, a private, and even of 
a sinister nature, by writers in the public papers of 
this country, who imputed motives of the most di- 
abolical kine to the chiefs of this expedition—They 
1gaded them with every insulting epithet, and 
charged the whole with the irregularities that were 
committed by unprincipled individuals, who had 
assumed the patriot flags to cover their depreda- 
tions; thus involving in one common disgrace those 
who were duly commissioned, and who had acted 
in conformity to acknowledged laws, with those 
who had been guilty of this piratical assumption! 
The patriots took many Spanish vessels engaged in 
the slave trade, and carried them into Fernandina. 
It would be unworthy the dignity of this memorial, 
to descend to the suspicion that the persons so vi- 
olent in these charges, were indirectly engaged in 
this infernal trade; but the opposition appears to 
have augmented against the patriots, in proportion 
to the injury done thereto. 

These captured slave-ships were taken, like 
other vessels, because, declaredly belonging to the 
enemy; but there is no instance of the captors hav- 
ing violated the laws of this country, in attempt- 
ing the introduction of the captured slaves into 
the United States: and if any individual had even 
attempted so irregular a proceeding, he would have 
been subject to the laws: but his disgrace would 
surely net be imputed to those who disclaim any 
such act. 

The documents, now in the hands of the execu- 
tive of this government, give the most ample tes- 
timony of the regular attention paid to the laws of 
the United States by the patriots; and your memo- 
rialist was in hopes, that these favorable represen- 
tations would have produced a very different re- 
sult to the one experienced. 

The unfavorable impression made upon the go- 


| vernment of this country, against the persons em- 


ployed in this enterprise, appeared to be corrobora- 
ted by facts apperiaining solely to those who, total- 
ly disconnected with the patriots, had without au- 
thority assumed their flag; and partly under the 
pleaof the Floridas having been pledged to this 
government, the officers thereof were directed to 
take possession of Amelia Island, which they did 
in a hostile manner, but which the patriots refused 
to defend, under the conviction that a government 
professing friendly sentiments to those who were 
following its own glorious example, would, upon 
due consideration of the subject, under proper re- 
presentations, redress any grievances to which this 
exertion of power might have subjected their 
friends the patriots: and under such consoling ex- 
pectations your memorialist had the honor of ad- 
dressing the chief magistrate of this respected re- 
public.* After waiting, however, for a month, 
(though every day’s delay is highly injurious to the 
great cause in which we are engaged) instead of 
receiving such satisfaction as the patriots had vain- 
ly anticipated, your memorialist has this,day receiv- 
ed a letter from the honorable John Q. Adams (se- 
cretary of state ofthe United States) excluding all 
hopes of that reparation of the injuries sustained, 
that was expected from a great and magnanimous 
people, whose glorious example had fired the bo- 
soms of their brethren of the south; and nothing 
remains now, in the fulfilment of the duties of your 
memorialist to the patriots, whom he represents, 
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* Address in the hands of the executive. 
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but to submit to the august assemblies, whom be 
has the honor now to address, those evidences of 
injuries so grievous to the cause of liberty and to 
the progress of the revolution, which involves the 
happiness of so many millions. 

In this exposition of the grievances and sufferings 
alluded to, your memorialist begs leave to call the 
attention of the honorable houses to the following: 

It must be advanced (and your memorialist hopes 
it will be admitted) that the capture of Florida 
would hasten the great events of the revolution: 
and that, this being accomplished, it was the avow- 
ed intention of the patriots to cede that country to 
the United States, under such circumstances as | 
might be mutually beneficial. 

It must also be advanced, that they know not of 
any existing engagement that hed been so conclud- 
ed between this country and Spain, as to subject 
the attack, in any manner, to the suspicion of an 
implication of hostility to the pre-engagements or 
ultimate views of this republic. For the patriots 
could not suppose a nation, so powerful as the 
United States, would permit the king of Spain to 
keep possession of a country, virtually theirs, as a 
compensation for the extensive spoliations com- 
mitted on their trade, so long ago: and especially as 
the governor of Fiorida is daily disposing of the 
lands, leaving nothing, finally, but the sovereignty 
and the sand banks: and more especially, as the 
law of congress on that subject was passed in the 
year 1811, which, by the constitution became ef- 
fectually null in two years: added to which, a nation, 
of such political forecast as the United States, 
knowing that the patriots of the south having de- 
clared all the American continental possessions of 
Spain ina state ofrevolution, could not be expect- 
edto leave undecided a question ofso much mo- 
ment as the possession of Florida, if actuaily theirs, 
ata time whenit was subject to an attack from 
without, or a revolution from within: and under a 





conviction that if left to an external attack, it 
would involve the United S‘ates in a contest with 
the captors, (for Spain had left it almost defence- 
less,) or, virtually, decoying a force to be idly spent, 
which might have been efficiently engaged else- 
where, in the great cause. 

Under all these circumstances, your memorialist 
finds it difficult to abstract his mind from a dilem- 
ma which preseuts itself, and which he submits 
with great deference. 

Either the United States did possess Florida, or 
they did not. If they did, why not occupy the 
same and display the American flag: which would 
have prevented the patriots from attempting the 
conquest of a country that had consummated its 
wishes. Ifthey didnot possess Florida, why have 
they, vi et armis, taken from the patriots a part 
thereof, which they had fairly, and by force of arms, 
conquered, and kept against every attack from 
their only declared enemy? It is in vain to urge 
that the patriots were considered ,as pirates; be- 
cause it is not the usage of nuiions to accept from 
pirates terms of capitulation: and your memorialist 
begs leave to solicit your honorable houses to pon- 
der wellupon the sensibility of this nation, when 
the Danes delivered up to the English minister the 
vessels captured from that nation by com. Paul 
Jones, who, because he had been an English subject, 
was denominated and threatened by them as a pi- 
rate; for the Danes had not then acknowledged 
your independence. This subject was thought 





worthy, at a subsequent time, of a formal repre- 
sentation thro’ your minister, Mr. Jefferson, then 
at the court of Versailles; and the injury sustaine: | 





—* 


then, was, till within a short period, made a plea 

against the restoration of even private property, 

belonging to the subjects of that crown;t and so 

lasting was the impression of that injury, that it 

ris been thought worthy of remembrance until this 
ay. P a | 

Even your venerable and respected philosopher, 
Fravklin, though clothed with ministerial dignity, 
was called a hoary headed Traitor! 

The sitaation ‘of those whom your memoriaslist 
has the honor to represent, calls for the reminiscene 
of these circumstances, that your honorable houses 
may judge, by the feelings of those days, of the 
impressions which your acts are calculated tostamp 
upon the minds of the pairiots, which are pecu- 
liarly alive to every sentiment emanating from so 
high and so esteemed asource. The patriots have 
not only been deprived of the captured territory, 
but of all the warlike stores found thereon; the 
have also remained uncompensated for all their 
expenditures in the erection of barracks and other 
necessary buildings: they have not only been de- 
prived of the captured vessels, but of their car- 


goes.t 


The validity of these prizes, and of the property 
taken, has been by request of the Spanish agents, 
subjected to the courts of admiralty in the United 
States for adjudication: though those courts can 
have no competent jurisdiction over property taken 
by the citizens of another power, from another peo- 
ple, on the high seas:—And yet the court of admi. 
ralty of Savannah has lately decided against the 
schooner Tantativa’s being a good prize to the 
Brutus privateer, commissioned by the Mexican 
government; also against abrig, prize to the Gen. 
San Martin, under Buenos Ayres’ colours, seized on 
the coast. The cargo, too, of a brig, prize to the 
Mexican Congress, wrecked on the coast of North 
Carolina has been sold by the collector, and the 
money deposited in his office. 

‘The patriots have not only been precluded from 
recovering debts to a large amount, due for the le- 
gal sales in the United States, of various goods, 
but their liberties are endangered by the threats 
of creditors, to whom comparatively small debts 
are due; and at the time that these threats are 
made, the sufferers of all these injuries are ordered 
peremptorily, by the officers of the U. States, to quit 


.a territory that has never belonged to this govern- 


ment, who seem, thereby, to have espoused the 
cause of our enemies, and to have entered into 
league against us. 

All these things, too, are done when the govern- 
ment of this country are acquainted with the re- 
ports of the junction of the Russian and Spanish 
fleets whose destination is declared to be against 
the patriots; and thus shall we besubjected while 
waiting for the restoration of our property, to the 
risk of having our vessels blockaded in port, thereby 
hazarding their loss with the prize goods, and thus 
giving advantages to an enemy iusatiable in blood; 
and to whom reconciliation is impossible; an enemy 
who may become formidable by such unexpected 
interferences, but whom the patriots would, other- 
wise, never hesitate to meet boldly. 

In repeating these manifold grievances to your 
honorable houses, your memoriahist looks with con- 


fidence, for that dignified and sincere support of 


the great republican cause, in which those whom 
he represents are so deeply engaged: and he repo- 
ses in the bosom of your august assemblies those 


—_ 


+The case of the brig Henscrew, &c, 
+The documents are in the hands of the executive 
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representations, depending on such a redress of 
grievances, as shall comport with the honor, digni- 
ty and justice of the government of the United 
States. VICENTE PAZOS. 
City of Washington, March 6,-1816. 
[The foregoing is the petition that the house of 
representatives refused to receive. ] 








Revenue.—Duty on Salt. 
OFFICIAL ‘EP RT 
Treasury department, January 5, 1818. 
Srrn—In reply to your letter of the 12th ult. en- 
closing a resolution of the house of representatives, 
instructing the committee of ways and means ‘‘to 
inquire into the expediency of repealing the law 
Jaying a duty on imported salt, granting a bounty 
on pickled fish exported, xnd allowances to certain 
vessels employed in the fisheries,” requesting any 
information or opinion which I may think proper to 
communicate, and particularly an estimate of the 
revenue which has accrued from the salt duty in 


public debt, and reimbursing the old six per cent. 
and deferred stock, according to the principles of 
the funding system, the appropriation of ten mil- 
lions of dollars, constituting the sinking fund, will 
be unequal to the discharge of the Louisiana debt 
during the years 1818 and 1819. The deficiency 
was intended to be supplied from the balance re- 
maining in the treasury, under the provisions of the 
act of the last session of congress, providing for 
the redemption of the public debt. A reduction 
of the balance in the treasury, so as to prevent its 
application to this object, ought to be carefully 
guarded against. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient, and 
very humble servant, 

WILLIAM H. CRAWFORD. 
The Hon. Wii1t1am Lowynes, 
Chairman of the committee of ways and means. 

Statement showing the amount of duty which ac- 

crued on salt, imported during the years 1815, and 

1816, and from the first of January to the 30th June, 





the years 1816 and 1817, I have the honor to sub- 
mit a statement of the revenue accruing from that 
duty during the years 1815, 1816 and the two first 
quarters of 1817; and of the amount paid upon the 
exportation of pickled fish, as well as of the allow- 
ances to vessels employed in the fisheries. 
Déducting the bounty and allowances from the 
gross amount of duty, and apportioning the remain- 
der, between the two years and an half, the period 


1817, together with the amount paid for bounty on 
pickled fish exported, and for allowances to vessels 
employed in the fisheries during the same pertod. 














within which it was accrued, the annual average 
revenue arising from that duty is estimated at 
$810,010. But as the war prevented importations | 
to any considerable extent during the first quarter 
of the year 1815, if that quarter should be omitted 
in the estimate, the annual revenue arising from the 
duty on salt during the period embraced by the 
statement, would exceed $900,000. By compar-! 
ing the revenue of the two first quarters of the! 

ear 1817 with that which accrued in the year, 
1816, it appears that there has been a considerable 
diminution during the latter period; it mav there- 
fore be unsafe to estimate it above $800,000 a 
year. 

The revenue in the annual report of the trea- 
sury has been estimated for the year 1818, at 
$24,525,000, including the internal duties, which 











Period. Duty on salt.| Bounty. | Allowance. 
From Jan. 1, to 
Dec. 31, 1815. 855,448 40 1,811 74 
From Jan. 1, to 
Dec. 31, 1816. | 1,100,745 70] 586 80! 84,736 26 
|From Jan. 1, to 
June $0, 1817. | 232 133 741,836 28'76 786 43 





Treasury department, 
Register’s office, 18th Dec. 1817. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 





Foreign Articles. 
EUROPEAN MILITARY FORCES. 

The peace establishment of Russia is estimated 
at 600,000 men; of Austria at 350,000; of Prussia 
at 250,000—and it is designed in France to support 
an army of 400,000 men, zf the allies will allow it.— 
The standing armies of Europe, at peace, amounts 
to about 5,000,000 men! No wonder that the laborer 








have been since repealed. The revenue for that, 


and for the two next years, may be estimated at} 
22,025,000. The expenditures for the same year| 


have been estimated at 21,946,351 74 cents, which: 
being deducted from the estimated revenue, there | 
would remain a surplus of revenue, beyond the} 
expenditure at present authorized by law, of 
$77,648 26. 

It therefore appears that if the salt tax shall be 
repealed, there will be a deficit in the revenue of 
more than 700,000 dollars annually, until the pro 
ceeds of the lands in the state of Mississippi, and in 
Alabama territory, shall be applicable to the cur- | 
rent expenses of the government. During this in- 


goes supperless to bed. 
ENGLAND. 

On the 11th February, gold rose eighteen pence 
per ounce, and was at 4/ 2s 6d. 

It is a singular fact, that although specie is re- 
presented as being very plenty in England, the 
bank is about to have its suspension of specie pay- 
ments extended for two years longer; the late rise 
of the price of gold may have some connection with 
this extension. 

It being conjectured that a general election for 
members of parliament would take place early in 
the spring, a very active canvas had already begun 


in many places—-at some of which very severe bat- 





terval the deficit will have to be supplied by the 
balance. estimated to be in the treasury on the first 
day of January of the present vear. 

As it is uncertain what appropriations may be | 
made during the present session of congress be- 
yond those authorized by existing laws, and upon | 
which the estimates of expenditure for the year | 
. 1818 are founded, it is impossible to determine! 

whether the balance in the treasury will be equal | 
to the supply of the deficiency which the repeal sd 
the duty upon salt will create. It may be proper 
also to observe that aftcr paying the interest of the} 


} 
; 


‘candidates. 


tles had happened between the parties of opposing 
At Kendal, two persons were killed, 
d many gentlemen’s carriages broken to pieces. 
The Russian squadron, having laid ina stock of 
provisions a second time for the voyage, have at 
length sailed from Engiand for Cadiz—to be laid up 
and to rot. The ships are good for very little, and, 
if the were otherwise, Ferdinand has not the abili- 
to send them tosea, We have advices of their ar- 
rival at Cadiz. 

Naval officers.—Corrected up to Jan. 1. 1818— 
adinirals 191, in commission 12; post captains, 868, 
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‘in commission 60; commanders 791, in commission 
42; lieutenants 3,591 in commission 298. 
From sixty to seventy persons were in Newgate, 


alone under sentence of death! 
SPAIN. 


The troops stationed near Cadiz, long without 


equally dread the patriots or the royalists! Such 
is the fruit of Morillo’s murders—he was the wretch 
that first buried the war-sword in the bosom of the 
babe and its mother. Would that his crimes were 
retaliated on his own head, instead of the head of 
the unoffending!—But ruthless war as well affects 





pay, have latterly also been without food—15,000 
dollars were raised in Cadiz to keep them from: 
starving afew days longer! | 

All the Spanish army is reduced to half pay, and | 
the government thinks it does very well if it pays’ 
one third of that half to the officers and soldiers, 
monthly! 

The entries at the custom house at Cadiz do not 
amount in a month to what they used to do ina day. 
“The Bourbons are restored’’—the “adored” Fer- 
dinand reigns!—T wo ships, however, have recently 
arrived from Lima with about t:vo millions of dol- 
lars, &c. 

GERMANY. 

The heart is sickened with accounts of the suf- 
ferings of emigrants from Germany, making their 
way to the United States, through the cold-blood- 
ed cruelty and infernal avarice of the masters and 
owners of passenger-ships.—We are glad that very 
few of those guilty of such deeds are our country- 
men—the actors are chiefly Dutch. Cargoes of emi- 
grants, who had wholly or partially paid their pas- 


the innocent as the guilty. 

These extracts are copied from the Baltimore 
Federal Gazette, and the editor says they are from 
a source on which full reliance may be placed. 

Laguyra, 20th Feb. 1818.—I write a few lines 
under the most awful feelings and apprehensions. 
Morillo is destroyed or proved coward or traitor. 
The province is lost! The patriots advancing fast 
on Caraccas, and no men to defend it. ‘The great- 
est scene of distress and confusion imaginable 
prevails; all order lost, and thousands of people 
crowded on the shore and wharf to embark with 
whatever of most value they can take with them. 
Yesterday the scene of confusion commenced, and 
continues at this time with increased alarm—the 
wharf and shore covered with goods of all descrip- 
tions, and no possibility of getting them off. An 
embargo has been on for a week past, and no ves 
sel permitted to sail. Atthis moment nothing can 
be done, every one is saving their own lives, and 
any thing else theycan. Tere are several foreign- 
}ers here, none of whom wiil remein, and they alt 


sages to the United States, after suffering almost; have more or less property that will be lost, as it is 


starvation on ship-board, have, on various pretexts, 
been landed at Lisbon, or the western islands, &c. 
and left to perish in strange countries, unless save: 
by the already over-burthened demands on the few 
that are able to assist them. 

Some hundreds of Swiss and Germans have also 
arrived at New-Orleans, who have been wretchedly 
treated. Their case considerably excited the feel- 
ings of the citizens of that place. 

CANADA. 

A great offer. —“During the winter I have re- 
peatedly written home to my friends to make an 
offer directly to lord Bathurst, for my contracting 
to settle the country with British subjects. I now 
say that if government will give me the manage- 
ment of the public lands of upper Canada for thir- 
ty years, I will maintain during that time, two re- 
giments for his majesty: repair all the forts: and for 
the last twenty years of the term pay an annual 
rent to Britain of a hundred thousand pounds sterl- 
ing.” ROBERT GOURLAY. 

Niagara, Feb. 24, 1818. 

MEXICO. 

The following affords us some hope respecting 
general Mina. The Savannah Republican of the 
28th ult. contains a contradiction of the report of 
gen. Mina’s death. It is stated to be received 
from col. Metvitxe, belonging to the staff of the 
general, who informs that he left him at Guanax- 
wato on the 28th November, with 5000 men under 
his command, and his affairs in a very prosperous 
state. Colonel Metvittr, itis said, ison his way 
to Washington City, at which place he intends to 
contradict the Spanish bulletin of the 27th Octo- 
ber, announcing the execution of general Mina. 

“Spanish AMERICA.” 

The royalists in Venezuela are reported to have 
suffered a severe defeat, ashort distance from Ca- 
racas, The patriot army under Bolivar is said to 
be 15,000 strong, and well disciplined. 

<PThe things described in the following letters 
must suffer by an abstract, and we give the gloomy 
detail of horrors. What is the state of society in 
afflicted Venezuela!—*xtermination is the order of 


the opinion of us all that no property found will be 
respected, and they do not consider even their lives 
safe. To add to the dismay, last night a severe 
shock of anearthquake was felt. The heart sick- 
ens with the scene of distress in every shape. A 
very high sea renders it dangerous for a small boat 
to pass, and the king’s officers have all canoes en- 
gaged embarking stores and people. 

4 o’clock p. m.—The distress increases, all alarm 
and confusion; thousands of men, women and chil- 
dren on the wharf and beach, endeavouring to get 
off—the sea immensely high, and many boats over- 
set and Jost in the surf, and women and children 
immersed in the waves. 

Nothing positive is known where Morillo is, or 
how neer the patriots are, but the cry is in. all 
mouths, “they are coming!” Caraccas is nearly de- 
serted, as this place will soon be. No goods, ex- 
cept some of the most valuable, can be embarked, 
and they much injured. The earthquake last night 
has had a terrible effect on the sea; it is very high. 
I trust time will be allowed to get off most of the 
miserable inhabitants, by whom the shore is lined— 
say with thousands. 

Two Americans, one Englishman and myself 
(who all have property here and find it impossible 
to embark it) have concluded on remaining and 
waiting the issue. The greatest danger is appre- 
hended trom the blacks, who, so soon as the town 
will have been deserted, it is feared, will commence 
a general and indiscriminate robbery and plunder; 
and, perhaps, worse. 

We shall occupy one house, and raise the Ameri- 
can flag as some protection—I have but little hopes 
of saving any property. | 

5 o'clock P. M.—The embarkation continues with 
increased terror and confusion; 200 to 300 dollars 
are offered to a boat for one trip with passengers, 
and the government have just stove and thrown in- 
to the sea a quantity of gunpowder that they were 
unable to embark. At present there are four ofthe 
fleet in the harbor, and a large number of merchant 
vessels, happily for the people, who are crowding 
their decks. 





the day, and the people of its several sections 


Half past 6 o'clock P. .—Glorious news for the 
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Spaniards—An express has just arrived, by which 
we have news of a terrible action being fought, in 
which Morillo was victorious. The news has con- 
verted the scene of dismay to joy, and a salute is 
now firing—all are overjoyed—particulars not net 
known—to-morrow we shall have them, and I wil! 
advise. Suffice it to say, it is such as to completely 
restore tranquility. 

Ta Guayra, Feb. 26, 1818.—Referring to my 
several letters herewith, I have to advise that the 
embargo probably will be raised to-morrow (which 
has been on 16 days.) This accounts for all my 
letters coming by one opportunity. 

The sudden and great alarm we have been under 
has, in some measure, subsided, and enables me to 
advise so tar as that we are permitted to know the 
result of the late actions. 

Gen. Morillo with the principal part of his army 
was posted in Calabosa, about 45 leagues from Ca- 
raccas. 

The patriot chiefs Bolivar and Piaz formed a 
junction near St. Fernando, beyond Calabosa, and 
marched toattack Morillo; who abandoned Calabo 
sa, with a view of falling back on and protecting 
Caraccas. In his retreat he was attacked by the 
patriots, and in two days and nights seven different 
actions ensued. Morillo always on the defensive } 
and falling back. In the last engagement the Spa. 
ni-rds claim a decisive victory, having destroyed 
the greater part of their opponents. But no de- 
tails are yet made known; the loss on both sides 
is no doubt severe. Since the action Morillo has oc- 
cupied Villa de Cura, this side of Calabosa; and the 
patriots are said to have occupied the latter. After 
which no accounts were had from the contending 
armies for four days, and until the courier announc- 
ed as above atated, the decided victory obtained; 
by ihe royalists. 
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CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

The bill prescribing the mode of commencing, 
prosecuting and deciding controversies between 
two or more states, was postponed to the Ist Mon- 
day in Mav—rejected. 

For postponement, Messrs. Barbour, Campbell, Dickerson, 
Gaillard, Goldsboruugh, Horsey, Macon, Otis, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Stokes, Tait, Tichenor, Van Dyke, Williams, of Miss. Williams, of 
‘Tennessee— 16. 

Against postponement, Messrs. Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, 


Fromentin, Hunter, Johnson, King, Morril, Morrow, Noble, Ro- 
berts, Storer, Talbot, ‘Taylor, Wilson.—15. 


April 3. Tie senate resumed the consileration 
of the bill concerning navigation, reported by the 


committee of foreign relations on Wednesday. 
[The first seetion provides, thet from and after the 30th of Sep- 
tember next, the ports of the United States shall be and remain 
closed against every vessel owned wholly orin part by a subject 
or subjects of his Britannic majesty, coming or arriving from any 
portor place in a colony or territory of his Britannic majesty, 
that is or shall be. by the ordioary laws of navigation and trade, 
closed against vessels owned by citizens of the United States; and 
every such vessel,so excluded from the ports of the United States, 
that shall enter, or attempt to enter, the same, in violation of this 
act,shall, with her tackle, apparel and furniture, together with 
the cargo on board such vessel, be forfeited to the United States. 
The 2d section provides, substantially, that any British vessel 
entering our ports, shall, on her departure, if laden with the pro- 
ductions of the United States, give bonds not to land her cargo at 
any of the British ports prohibited in the first section, and to for- 
c vessel, tackte, ve. if she attempts to sail without so giving 
nd, 
The 3d section enacts the manner of recovering the penalties, 
accounting for them, &c,] 


Messrs. Burbour, King and Macon, each spoke in 
support of this bill; after which, 
‘he question was taken on ordering it to be en- 


-s 


YEAS.~Messrs. Barbour, Burrill, Crittenden, Daggett, Dicker- 
son, Fromentin, Gaillard, Goldsborough, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, 
King, Lacock, Leake, Macon, Morril, Morrow, Noble. Otis, Ro- 
berts, Ruggles, Sanford. Smith, Stokes, Storer, Tait, Talbot, Tay- 


ior, — Van Dyke, Williams,of Miss. Williams, of Tennes- 
see. ~ 32. 


NAYS—Mr. Eppes-~1 
Six bills, passed yesterday by the other house, 
were brought up for concurrence. 


Mr. King submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury do report to the 
senate the sum of the fanded debt of the United States, bearing an 
interest of seven, six, and three per cent; distinguishing the 
amount of each that has been paid by the subscribers towards the 
capital of the bank of the United States; distinguishing also the 
sums of the respective species of the funded debt paid on accotnt 
of the several instalments to the said bank—stating the sum and 
species of the funded debt sold by the bank, how much thereof was 
archased or redeemed by the United States, and how mauch has 
n sold without the United States. [Agreed to next day after 
some unimportant amendments. } 


The senate then adjourned. 

April 4.—The general appropriation bill was 
read a third time and passed, with some amend- 
ments. On its passage, »bjection was made by 
Mr. Crittenden to that part of it which makes an 
addition to the contingent fund of the president, 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the 
three commissioners to Soutn America. One or 
two gentlemen replied to Mr. C. and no motién was 
predicated on the objection. 

The bill concerning navigation (for countervail- 
ing the British colonial policy) was read a third 
time, passed with only two dissenting voices (Mr. 


Eppes and Mr. Wilson) and sent to the other house 
for concurrence. 


April 6.— After other business—The senate then 
resumed the consideration of the bill to increase 


the compensation of certain judges of the United 
States’ courts. 


The blanks were filled as follows—chief justice 
5000 dollars; associate justices of the supreme 
court 4500; district judges—of Louisiana 3000; of 
Massachusetts, of the two districts in New-York 
and Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, N. Carolina, 
S. Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, at 2000 
each; of the remainder of the states or districts at 


1500. The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. ; 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The following is the material part of the bill to encrease the duties 
on Certain manufactured articles imported into the United 
States, reported on Wednesday, by Mr. Seybert,from the com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures. 

“Be it enacted, Oc. That, fromand after the-——day of-—1818, 
the duties now in force upon the articles hereinafter enumerated 
and described, at their importation into the United States, shall 
cease; and that in lieu thereof, there shall be thenceforth laid, le 
vied, and cullected, upon the said articles at their importation, the 
several and respective rates or duties following, that is to say; on 
steel, one dollar and fifty cents per 100 weight; on shot, mauufac- 
tured from lead, three cents per pound; en articles manufactured 
from copper; or of which copper is the material of chief value, 
twenty-five per centum ad valorem; on silver-plated saddlery, coach 
and harness furniture, twenty-five per eentum ad valorem; on all 
paper commonly used for copper plate printing or writing, twelve 
and a ‘half-cents per pound; ou all other paper, eight cents per 
pound; on tacks, brads, and sprigs, not exceeding sixteen ounces 
to the thousand, five cents on every thousand thereof; and on tacks, 
brads, and sprigs, exceeding sixteen ounces to the thousand, the 
same duty as on nails. 

“See. 2. And be it further enacted, That an atkdition of ten pet 
centum shall be made to the several rates of duties above specified 
and imposed, in respect to all such goods, wares and merchandise, 
on the importation of which, ia American or foreign vessels, & 
specific discritination has not been herein already made, which, 
after the said——lay of-———1818, shall be imported in ships or ves- 
sels notof the United States: Provided, That this additional duty 
shall not apply to goods, wares, and merchandise imported in ships 
or vessels not of the United States, entitled by treaty, or by any 
act or acts of congress, to be entered in the ports of the United 
States, ou the payment ofthe sameduties as are paid on goods, 


wares, and merchandise imported in ships or vessels of the United 
States.” 
The 3dand 4th sections merely continue the present drawbacks, 


and the operation of the existing provisions for the collection of 
the duties, &e. 








grossed and read a third time, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 


Tiere was a considerable debate, or rather much 
remark or a resolution submitted by Mr. Claiborne 
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on Thursday, the 2nd inst. to have gold medals to 
be presented to gencrals Carrol, Coffee and Desha, 
for their good conduct in the late war. 

The character of those gentlemen was represent- 
ed in the most honorable light—and it seemed pain-' 
ful to any member to oppose the passage of the re- 
solutions. But it was thought that such rewards 
would lose their value by being made too common, 
and that if congress did not stop in bestowing them, 
many others would be asked for, &c, The resolu- 
tions, by a vote of 58 to 54 were finally laid upon 
the table. e 

Friday, April 3.-—. Many reports from committees 
were received, and variously disposed of. The 
bill to enable the people of Misseuri to form a con- 
stitution and state government was twice read and 
committed. 

Mr. Cob) submitted for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of increasing the pay ofthe militia 
now in the service, or which may hereafter be called into the ser- 
vice of the United States, in the war now prosecuting against the 


Seminele tribe of Indians; and of affording additional pay to those 
who have been in service in said war and have been discharged. 


Mr. C. gave his reasons for this proposition—and 
stated the excessive sufferings that the militia had 
experienced from almost incessant rains and the 
want of a sufficiency of food—that they had been 
reduced to the allowance of ha/fa pint of corn per 
day, &c. He thought that for the failure of food 
they ought to be partially compensated by money, 
&c. The motion was agreed to. 

Among other proceedings—the house resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole, on the bill for 











the relief Loring Austin, which gave rise to much | 
debate. 

The bill proposes to relieve major Austin from 
the effects of a prosecution against him for false} 


imprisonment in a case in which, by orders from) 


gen. Pike, that he was bound to obey, he seized} 


certain persons at Ogdensburg suspected of trea- | 


sonable practices with the enemy. After the de- | 
bate, 
The bill was reported to the house and ordered:; 


to be engrossed—[and passed next day.] | 


Saturday, .pril 4.—Mr Johnson, of Kentucky 
from the committee on military affairs, reported 
bill to increase the pay of militia while in actual | 
service. 


On motion of Mr. Slocumb. 

Resolved, That the secretary for the department of war, be di- 
rected to prepare and report to this house at the next session, a sys- 
tem providing for the abolition of the existing Indian trading es- 
tablishments of the United States, and providing for the opening 
of the rade with the Indians to individuals, under suitable regula- 
tens. 


Mr. Bassett, from the committee on the public 
buildings, made a report, stating the probability 
of the wings of the capitol being completed for the 
use of Congress,before the next session, but the 
deficiency of the wings in committee rooms, and 
recommending the erection of a temporary build- 
ing for that purpose, until the centre building of 
the capito} shall be erected. 

Bills for the relief of gen. Brown and to establish 
a port of entry at cape Vincent, on lake Ontario, 
were passed. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of two resolutions reported on the 30th ult. requir 
ing the secretaries of the war and treasury depart- 
ments, to report to the house at the ensuing session, 
plans for the application of such means as are within 


} 
}stum of 290,000 dollars, already appropriated, the further sum of 


| 





the power of congress, to the purpose of opening 
and constructing such roads and canals as may de- 
serve and require the aid of government, with aj 
view to military operations in time of war, the] 


transportation of munitions of war, and the more 
complete defence of the United States—Also a 
statement of the works of the above description, 
which have been commenced, the progress made 
and the prospect of their completion. The ques- 
tion on their passage was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 76—nays 57.} 

The bill to enable the people of Jilinors to form 
a constitution and state government, was consider- 
ed and amended in committee of the whole, re- 
ported to the house and ordered to be engrossed 
cs read the third time, nem. con. [Passed next 

ay. ] 

The house then went into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Bassett in the chair, on the bill respect. 
ing the organization of the army. It was amended, 
reported to the house and ordered for a third read- 
ing. 

Monday, April 6.—A great deal of private busi- 
ness anil many minor matters were disposed of 
this day, and several bills were passed, among 
them a bill respecting the organization of the army. 

The report of the naval committee on the enqui- 
ry into the propriety of changing the discipline of 
the navy, was taken up, and, after debate, agreed 
to. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the navy, transmitting, in obedience 
to a resolution of the house, the proceedings on 
the trial of lieut. col. F. Wharton, of marines, 
and was ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Forsyth, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to enquire into the expediency of limiting the allowance of draw- 
baek of duties upon merchandise, to Merchandise imported into 


| States, and exported therefrom in American vessels. 


The house went into committee, Mr. Desha in 
the chair, on tbe bill to provide for erecting addi- 
tional buildings for the accommodation of the exe- 
cutive departments, and the bill making appropri- 
ations for the public buildings, and for furnishing 
the capitol and presicent’s house. 

Much time was spent in the details of these bills. 
Finally, one of the bills was ordered for a third 


reading, embracing the follo:ving appropriations— 
For the completion of the wings of the capitol, in addition to the 


80,000 dollars. 

For procuring materials, laying the foundation, and other pre 
parations for the centre building of the capitol, 100,000 dollavs. 

For finishing the president’s house, 15,214 dollars. 

For offices to the president’s house, 7000 dollars. 

For the wall north of the president’ house with gates and railing 
the width of the house, 3,518 dollars. 

For contingencies, 437 dollars. 
P ae graduating and improving the president’s square, 10,000 

ollars. 

Yor erecting a temporary building for committee rooms near 
the capitol, 3,634 dollars. 

For furnishing the representative chamber and committee rooms, 


: 30,000 dollars. 


, a furnishing the senate chamber and committee rooms, 20,000 
Weetamiding the president’s house, 50,000 dollars. 

Tuesday, April 7.— Mr. Seybert, from the cor- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures, made re- . 
ports unfavorable to the petitions of sundry cork 
cutters of New-York and Philadelphia and manu- 
facturers of paper hangings, which were read and 
concurred in. 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to reduce the staff of the army, and to 
substitute a commissariat instead of. the present 
mode of subsisting the army by contract. 

After some amendments, the bill was ordered to 
a third reading. 

Several private bills were passed, and sent to the 
senate. 

The engrossed bill making appropriations for the 
public buildings, and for furnishing the capitol and 
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president’s house, was read the third time, and put 
on its passage; when 

Mr. Herrick moved to recommit, the bill to the 
committee of the whole house, with instructions to 
amend it by striking out the clause making an ap- 
propriation for commencing the centre building of 
the capitol; which motion was negatived by yeas 
and nays—yeas 53, nays 85; and the bill was then 
passed. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole house, Mr. Smith, of Md.in the chair, 
on the bill for the relief of Miller and Baker, and 
a bill for the relief of the sufferers on the Niagara 
frontier during the late war. 

The bili first named having been gone through 
and the second taken up, a motion was made by 
Mr. Slocumd, to strike out the first section, in ef 
fect to desiroy the bill. 

Mr Spencer spoke in favor of the bill—the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill for the relief of 
Miller and Baker, which was ordered to a third 
reading—and had leave to sit again on the other 
bill. 

The bill to increase the compensation of certain 
judges of the United States, was received from the 
senite, twice read and referred. 

The senate having disagreed to the amendments | 
of this house, to the bill directing the manner of 
appointing Indian agents, &c. a committee was ap- 
pointed on the part of the house to confer with the 
committee appointed by the senate on the disagree- 


Mr. Tritmble’s:motion was ultimately negatived, 
and thereport of the committee agreed to. 

The A\iagara claims then occupied the attention 
of the house—afier debate, the motion on ordering 
che hill to a third reading was decided us follows— 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Ball, Bateman, Bloomfield, Comstock, 
Cruger, Culbreth, Drake, Ellicott, Garnett, Harrison, Hasbrouck, 
Herbert, Herkimer, Herrick, Holmes, Mass. Hubbard, Irving, N. Y. 
Johnson, Ky. Jones, Lawyer, Little, Merrill, H. Nelson, ¥. M. 
Nelson, New, Ogden, Palmer, Peter\ Pleasants, Porter, Reed, 
Ringgold, Robertson, Lou. Sampson, Savage, Schuyler, Seudder, 
Shaw, S. Smith, Spencer, Strother, Stuart, Md. Tal » Vay- 
lor, ‘Tompkins, Townsend, Trimble, Tyler, Westerlo, Wilkin—51. 

NAYS.— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass, Allen. Vt. Barbour, Va. 
Barber, Ohio, Bassett, Bennett, Boden, Butler, Campbell, Clagett, 
Cobb, Celston, Cook, Crafts, Crawford, Darlington, Earle, Ed- 
wards, Ervin, S. C. Folger, Forney, Forsyth, Gage, Hale, Hall, 
Del. Hall, N. C. Hendricks, Hoge, Holmes, Con, Hopkinson, 
Huntingdon, Johnson, Va. Kirtland, Linn, Livermore, Lowndes, 
W. Maclay, W. P. Maclay, M’Coy, Marchand, Mason, Mass. 
Mason, R_ I. Mercer, Miller, Moore, Morton, Moseley, Mumford, 
Murray, Jer. Nelson, Ogle, Owen, Parrott, Patterson, Pawling, 
Pindall, Pitkin, Rhea, Rice, Rich, Richards, Rogers, Ruggles, 
Sawyer, Sergeant, Settle, Seybert, Sherwood, Siiapkins, Slocumb, 
Bal. Smith, J. 5. Smith, Speed, Stewart, N. C. Strong, Tarr, 
Terrill, Terry, Tucker, S. C. Upham, Walker, N. C. Wailace, 
Wendover, Whiteside, Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams, N. Y. 
Williams, N. C. Wilson, Mass. Wilson, Pen.—91, 


So the bill was rejected. 

G7 the senate was busily engaged on the 7th 
8th and 9th inst. many bills were passed—among 
them that to increase the salaries of the judges (re- 
jected by the house) 19 to 14—and the.bili witn its 
amendments, respecting the staff of the army, &c. 


| 





CHRONICLE. 


The vice president.—By an account of the balan- 





ing votes; and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, April 8.—The bill for completing the | 
survey of the Chesapeake bay was ordered to a) 
third reading and passed next day; that from the | 
senate to increase the salaries of certain judges of! 
the U.S. was indefinitely postponed—ayes 68, noes , 
40. 

The bill to regulate the staff of the army, was 
read a third time, and passed, as amended by this 
house, and returned to the senate for concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The bill to provide additional buildings for the 
executive departments was passed. 

Mr. Tallmadge proposed a resolution for an en- 
quiry into the state of the navy pension fund— 
which shall be noticed hereafter. 

The bill for the relief of the sufferers on the 
Niagara frontier occupied the remainder of the 
sitting. Several gentlemen spoke on the subject, 
and many motions about it were made and sundry 
amendments proposed. Finally, the committee 
of the whole rose, reported progress, &c. Adjour’d. 

Thursday, April 9. Mr. Holmes, of Mass. sub- 
mitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on so much of the 
president’s message as relates to military affairs, 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
providing by law for rewarding such meritorious 
officers and soldiers of the revolution (as well of 
the militia as the regular army) as may not be em- 
braced within the provisions of the act passed at 
this session of congress, to provide for certain sur- 
viving officers of the revolutionary army. 

Mr. H. supported his resolution by a short 
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ces due to the state of New-York, as reported by 
the comptroller, in pursuance of a resolve of the 
legislature, it appears that Mr. Tompkins has a ba- 
lance of $55,851 81 remaining against him, *to- 
tally unaccounted for”’—but, the comptroller adds, 
‘there is reason to believe, however, that he has 
vouchers which he has not yet rendered,” &c. 
This amount is asmall item in the sums disburs- 
ed by that most active officer, as governor of 
New York and commander of all the troops col- 
lected for the defence of its chief city, during the 
It is not supposed by any that he has appro- 
priated it to his own use, or wantonly suffered it to 
be misapplied by others—but the monies confided 
to him passed through many subordinate channels, 
and, in the hurry and bustle of a part of the time 
in which he acted, it is possible that in some cases 
the regular vouchers may not have be en taken; and 
itis also a difficult and tedious business to effect 
a settiement with all the subordinates. Perhaps, 


‘not one in five of the principal agents of the U. S. 


in the late war, have yet finally closed their ac- 
counts. 

Mr. Tompkins certainly ought to settle his ac- 
counts, and return any balancein his hands for 
which he cannot furnish vouchers—it was his busi- 
ness to have taken such vouchers; but in the settle- 
ment of his affairs, the most liberal construction of 
facts ought to be admitted, because of the peculiar 
situation in which he was placed. 

We have noticed this affair because it is making 
a “great noise” in certain newspapers, whose edi- 
tors seem disposed never to forgive Mr. ‘T. for the 
decision, exergy and effect of his cenduct, support- 





speech—but it was not agreed to. 

The bill to increase the pay of militia in actual 
service was ordered toa third reading. 

The house proceeded te consider the report on 
the case ef Mr. Meade. 

Mr. Trimble moved a substitute for the resolution 
[see page 106] authorizing the president to retali- 
ate by reprisal on a Spanish consul, &c. on which 
a debate arose, &c. 





at. 


ed by the good people of the state, during the war. 
We well remember the dark time when the integr?- 
ty of the union hinged more upon him than upon 
any other nian in the republic—but it is useless to 
dilate on the subject. It is the doctrine of some, 
that “every man has his price’—Tompkins, if he 
has any price, must hold his standing in society and 
what is due to himself, at a much greater sum than 
fifty thousand dollars. 





